
2024 Pageant Orientation



Welcome & Introductions 
• MYC Commodore Sean Nunes

• QOTC Program and Pageant Committee
• Chairperson Tobbi Justice, PFL, Maryland YC
• Vicki Pritchett, Bodkin YC
• Jeannie Elliott, PFL, Bush River YC
• Debbie Cook, Crescent YC
• Melissa Spicknall, IPFL, Crescent YC
• Suenette Pope, Treasurer, PFL, Eastern YC
• Lee Budar-Danoff, FC, PFL, Maryland YC
• Jon Budar-Danoff, PC, Maryland YC
• Susan Hermann, PQM, Maryland YC
• Kate Cramblett, PC, Miles River YC; PFL, CCC
• Karen Davis, PC, White Rocks YC



Welcome & Introductions 
76th Queen of the Chesapeake Hailey Tate

• The Pageant Experience
• 2024 QOTC Pageant Theme Reminder:

• Princess Bonding Events Reminder
• Movie Night, March 16, MYC, 5:00pm
• Tea at Miles River Yacht Club

• April 28, 2024, 1:00pm, Princess & Escorts
• Escape Room, June 1, Pasadena



Welcome & Introductions

• Princesses will stand and introduce themselves and their 
escorts.

• Princesses:
• Eleyna Entsminger, Bodkin Yacht Club

• Ali Mejia-Ramirez, Bush River Yacht Club

• Emilie McNew, Crescent Yacht Club

• Tatiana Marcic, Maryland Yacht Club

• Mia Howie, Neptune Yacht Club

• Sophia Smith, Otter Point Yacht Club

• Erika Scarcella, Red Eye Yacht Club



Preview: 2024 Pageant Process
• Pageant Application Packet Checklist

•Princess Information Sheet
•Commodore Contact Sheet
•Medical Information Sheet
•Code of Conduct
•Contestant Waiver Form
•Bio
•Headshot
•Photo Waiver
•Queen’s Kedge Ad Ordering Information
•Opening Weekend Passport
•Penny War Jars (due 6/16/24)

Package Submission:
•Application
- Scoring Breakdown and Criteria
- Elevator Pitch
- Six Questions – Short Answer
- Essay Question – Long Answer
•Achievements List
•Documentation of Achievements
•High School Transcript
•Awards List
•Documentation of Awards
•Acknowledgement of Receipt of 
Handbook



Preview: 2024 Pageant Process
• Sample Bio info for the Queen’s Kedge (required word count 300-400):

Hello, my name is Jane Doe, Princess of Special Yacht Club. I am a junior at 
Notre Dame Preparatory School, where I am a member of the Women in 
Medicine Club, Environmental Club, Peace Club, and six National Honor 
Societies. On the weekends and during the summer, I volunteer with Club 
Umoja, a camp for children from public housing in Baltimore. I am the student 
leader for this program, so I organize events and recruit volunteers.

My charity is a non-profit, which I am developing, Sea the Future. The mission 
statement of this organization is to educate Maryland youth about the bay, 
empowering them to make a difference. I will be traveling around Maryland to 
give presentations about the Chesapeake Bay and ways to keep it healthy. I am 
so excited that my charity combines my love for children and the environment. 
I look forward to seeing everyone around the bay! (sample is 151 words)



Preview: 2024 Pageant Process

• Sample Bios: 150 words                    510 words         (9 point Cambria font)



2024 Pageant Application Due Date

Completed applications and 
non-refundable checks for $300 
for Competing princesses must 
be received or postmarked no 
later than May 1, 2024.



2024 Pageant Application Due Date

Completed documents and non-
refundable checks for $150 for 
Non-Competing princesses must 
be received or postmarked no 
later than May 1, 2024.



2024 Pageant Scoring Overview

• Scoring for Interview:
• Achievements – 20%
• Interview – 25%

• Scoring for the Pageant:
• Poise/Presentation: - 20%
• Essay – 20%
• Openings Attended – 15%

• Judges will not be members of any Yacht Club being 
represented by a Contestant or related to a Contestant.

• Judges will choose the Queen and the First Runner-Up.



2024 Pageant Scoring - Achievements

Examples of how to submit Achievements in your packet:



2024 Pageant Scoring - Achievements

Examples of how to submit Achievements in your packet:



2024 Pageant Scoring - Achievements

Examples of how NOT to submit Achievements in your packet:



2024 Pageant Interview Day

Contestants must arrive at the Maryland Yacht Club by 8:30am on 
Saturday, June 15, 2024, for interviews.
• Dress Code: Professional business attire, tiara, and sash
• Prior to the start of the interviews, a drawing will be conducted 

to determine the contestants’ position order for Interview Day 
and Pageant Day.

• Judges questions will be based on information provided in the 
packet, including the elevator pitch.

• Contestants will also choose Miss Congeniality from the pool of 
princesses by secret ballot.

• Contestants turn in their Penny War Jars and collected funds.



2024 Pageant Rehearsal Day

Friday, June 21, 2024:

• 5:00pm: Pageant participants arrive at MYC for Pageant 

Rehearsal. Pageant escorts (Commodores) attendance is 

required. Bring your pageant shoes to practice the pageant 

walks.

• 6:00pm-9:00pm: Following pageant rehearsal, there will be a 
Queen’s Farewell Pool Party with music. An a la carte menu will 
be available. No RSVP required.



2024 Pageant Competition Day

Pageant Day: Saturday, June 22, 2024

• 7:30am-10:30am: Clubs set up and decorate tents. Tent sizes up to 
10’x10’ are allowed. Set-up locations will be designated by marked 
paint sticks behind the pageant seating. Tents will be organized in 
alphabetical order by club name.

• 9:00am-10:30am: Visitors may purchase breakfast on the MYC 
side patio.

• 9:30am-10:30am: Princess Breakfast in the MYC Board Room.

• 10:30am-11:00am: Contestants judge decorated boats and tents.



2024 Pageant Competition Day



2024 Pageant Competition Day
• 11:15am-2:15pm: Princesses report to the MYC boardroom, 

which is reserved for pageant contestant preparations.

• 11:15am-12:15pm: ONE person may assist each participant.

• The boardroom will have a place for each to do hair, make-up, 
etc.

• Outdoor lunch available for purchase.

• Food and beverages will be provided during prep time.

• 2:15pm: Pageant participants will present themselves for official 
portraits.



2024 Pageant Competition Day
Required Contestant Attire

• Two long formal gowns to be selected by the Contestant.
• One white gown, and one your choice of color.
• The gown must be tasteful without low cuts in the front or 

back nor high slits in the front or sides.
• If a strapless is chosen, please ensure proper fit to prevent any 

discomfort or adjusting during presentation and while on 
state.



2024 Pageant Competition Day

The Pageant will begin at 3:00pm, which proceeds as follows:

• Individual Contestant Introductions

• Each Contestant reads her essay and answers 3 questions

• Miss Congeniality is announced

• Parade of Contestants

• Final Question

• Awards presented for Best Decorated Boat, Tent, and Penny Wars

• 2023-2024 Queen’s Farewell Speech

• First Runner-Up announced

• 2024-2025 Queen of the Chesapeake announced and crowned



2024 Pageant Competition Day

• 5:00pm: Following the Pageant, photographs will be taken of 
the Queen, Contestants, and all Princesses.

• After photographs, the traditional Poolside Ceremony and 
Queen’s Cake Cutting will be held. Cake will be served.



2024 Participant Awards

All Contestants will receive:

• Beverage tickets for the weekend

• Breakfast on Saturday

• Dinner on Friday and Saturday

• Food during prep time

• A Pageant t-shirt

• A Professional individual portrait 
taken in Pageant attire



2024 Participant Awards

Non-Competing Participating Princesses:

• Cost to participate is $150, 
nonrefundable

• NCPPs receive:
• Beverage tickets for the weekend

• Breakfast on Saturday

• Dinner on Friday and Saturday

• Food during prep time

• A Professional individual portrait taken in 
Pageant attire



2024 Participant Awards

The Outgoing Queen will receive:

• Everything provided to the Contestants 

• A bouquet of flowers

• Verification that she will be awarded her $2,000 scholarship 
when she furthers her education beyond high school. It is 
the responsibility of the Outgoing Queen to notify the 
QOTC Scholarship Team which college or technical school 
she will be attending. The Committee will hold the 
Scholarship awarded amount for up to five (5) years after her 
graduation from high school.



2024 Participant Awards

Miss Congeniality will receive:

• Everything provided to the Contestants

• Miss Congeniality Plaque



2024 Participant Awards

First Runner-Up will receive:

• Everything provided to the Contestants

• First Runner-Up Engraved Trophy

• A $750 scholarship to be awarded when she furthers her 
education beyond high school. It is the responsibility of 
the First Runner-Up to notify the QOTC Scholarship Team 
which college or technical school she will be attending. The 
Committee will hold the Scholarship awarded amount for up 
to five (5) years after her graduation from high school.



2024 Participant Awards
The New Queen of the Chesapeake will receive:
• Queen’s Engraved Trophy
• Queen’s Crown with Carry Case
• Queen’s Sash with Pin
• Queen’s Flag
• A bouquet of flowers

• A $2,000 scholarship for which she will qualify after her reign is complete. 
This will be awarded when she furthers her education beyond high school. 
It is the responsibility of the Outgoing Queen to notify the QOTC 
Scholarship Team which college or technical school she will be attending.
The Committee will hold the Scholarship awarded amount for up to five (5) 
years after her graduation from high school.



2024 Responsibilities of the Queen
Please review this section in the handbook to understand your 
responsibilities if you win the Queen of the Chesapeake Pageant!



2024 Pageant Docking
Slip fees are waived for:

✓Current Queen of the Chesapeake

✓Each boat bringing a Contestant in the 2024 QOTC Pageant

✓The Ranking Officer for each attending Club

✓Temporary Daytime Event Dockage

✓Please use the discount code QOTC2024

• For all other attendees, use code SPECIALEVENT2024 for 75% off 
weekend dockage

• Electric charges per day: $10 for 30A, $15 for each 50A

• Indicate your eligibility in the Special Requests field when filling 
out the reservation form.

• For all attendees, slip information and reservations can be made 
through Dockwa on the MYC site: https://mdyc.org/transients.

• Please contact dockmaster@mdyc.org with any questions.

https://mdyc.org/transients


2024 Pageant Apparel
• Orders for Queen Hailey’s 77th QOTC Pageant shirt can be made here: 

https://chesapeakedistribution.com . The order deadline is May 25, 2024.

• Each contestant will receive one complimentary Pageant t-shirt.

https://chesapeakedistribution.com/


2024 Queen’s Kedge Ads
The Queen’s Kedge is the official program of the QOTC Pageant. 
Contestants’ bios (part of the application package) and 
portraits (taken on Interview Day) are included.

• Ads purchased for publication in the Queen’s Kedge support 
the QOTC Program and Pageant, including printing and 
distribution of this keepsake to attendees at the pageant.

• Please encourage your family, friends, and fellow club 
members to support you by submitting an ad. Ads are due no 
later than May 15, 2024.

• Details regarding creation and submission of ads, as well as 
payment for ads, can be found on the MYC website:

• https://mdyc.org/event-5464688

https://mdyc.org/event-5464688


2024 QOTC Pageant Orientation

•Q&A with Queen Hailey
•Thank You For Attending!



2024 QOTC Committee

Chairperson
Tobbi Justice (Maryland Yacht Club)

QOTC@mdyc.org
Program and Pageant Team

Vicki Pritchett (Bodkin Yacht Club)
Jeannie Elliott (Bush River Yacht Club)

Debbie Cook (Crescent Yacht Club)
Melissa Spicknall (Crescent Yacht Club)

Suenette Pope (Eastern Yacht Club)
Lee Budar-Danoff (Maryland Yacht Club)

Susan Hermann (Maryland Yacht Club)
Jon Budar-Danoff (Maryland Yacht Club)
Kate Cramblett (Miles River Yacht Club)
Karen Davis (White Rocks Yacht Club)

Scholarship Team
Paul Dolan (Baltimore Yacht Club)

Frank Wojciechowski (Baltimore Yacht Club)
QOTCScholarship@gmail.com

The Queen of the Chesapeake Program and 
Pageant is a trademark of Maryland Yacht Club

mailto:QOTC@mdyc.org
mailto:QOTCScholarship@gmail.com
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